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"Think the Unthinkable": "..new structures emerge little by little
from the contribution of many. In this, they resemble biological
structures in which complexity emerges without a grand central
design."
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Knafo Klimor Architects

Founded in 1980 by architects David Knafo and Tagit Klimor, Knafo Klimor
Architects now operates from two offices in Tel Aviv and Haifa.

Knafo Klimor Architects is committed to formulating a regional approach to
architecture and implementing new technologies in design while maintaining

community values.

Knafo Klimor Architects aspires to create sustainable design and develop a more
humane urban environment.

The firm participates in exhibitions in Israel and around the world and its projects
have been featured in professional journals.

David Knafo, Tagit Klimor, Jonathan Meiri, Arie Hayun

Danor Gavriely, Efrat Tenenbaum, Einat Morad, Eyal Ivry, Moshe Pinto, Philip
Kats, Tami Belizovski, Uri Halel, Yaron Israel

Video: Uri Halel

www.kkarc.com



Dwellings of the Future | The Future of Dwelling

Tagit Klimor
Abstract

Architecture is fundamentally a multi-disciplinary profession that
deals with problem-solving ina field of changing models and scales.
lts comprehensive approach looks for models that offer living in
harmony within both the human and natural environments. The
future of architecture is based on three objectives: learning from
the wisdom of the past, learning from the wisdom of nature, and
learning from the vision of the future.

The first is the garnering of human experience through the
biological evolutionary process of natural selection. Study of the
past, which is anchored in culture, the natural environment, and
its essence, represents the values of place in both physical and
human terms. The importance of this idea lies in continuity, the
security brought by knowledge and experience, and the strength
of belonging.

The second, learning from nature, is partially intertwined with
the legacy of the past, but is still taking its first steps in the field
of architecture. The diversity inherent in nature is inspirational; it
inspires byitsindividualand collective wisdom and its combinations
of various elements. Natural systems survive through processes of
regeneration, learning and imitation, cross-fertilization and genetic
mutations that adapt to changing conditions. Nature produces
flexible systems that are varied and decentralized, evolving
through the accommodation of function and form, efficiency and
multi-functional design.

The third objective is assessing the future by indentifying various
systematic patterns as a basis for the creation of developmental
models. Anticipated, according to these models, are processes of
modification, efficiency, minimization of systems, and cooperation
in the spirit of the open code. Projected as well are breakthroughs
in materials that have the capacity to modify in response to
environmental changes, as opposed to inert materials and the
development of nano-materials that will alter existing systems and
offer a wide field for new programs and means of expression.

The living space is defined as one of man's most intimate skins
and as such is a mirror of our lifestyle and reflects the way we
comprehend the world. The culture of the dwelling in its broadest
meaning, the way we build our living environment, goes beyond
style. In an era of change, culture shifts between tradition and
innovation, homogeneous and diverse, the individual and unique
and the generic. We find ourselves in the process of defining
our place amidst the notion of a local identity and belonging
and redefinitions of global identities that have been created
by the new “Glocal” culture. This interface, in combination with
the values of social and environmental existence and through
future technological innovations, will create a different culture of
dwelling that will enable the renewed integration of man, ethics
and environment.
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Dwelling Fragments: A Pathway to Urban Ecology

David Knafo
Abstract

The global city dwelling is a compact, personal, technological,
and mobile living machine. The urban living space is made up of
purposeful fragments, a personalized amalgamation of a living
space or spaces that service the private person’s lifestyle. The
functional aggregate of the living space is configured according to
the occupant’s preferences, practical needs, cultural expectations
and economic means. The various serviceable parts, in their size
as well as nature, are the dwelling fragments that give a new
dimension and expanded interpretation to the living space.

Shifting responsibility for the design of the living space onto the
residents will maximize the agreement between their own needs
and the layout of their living environment. From the architectural
standpoint, this change will enrich the formal vocabulary of the
residential building and bring about the development of a new,
aesthetic sensibility.

The anchor tower — housing unit, precisely designed to meet
the needs of its occupant, could serve him or her throughout
a significant portion of his or her life, as would a car or personal
computer. The dwelling unit, made of lightweight materials,
limited in size and volume, can be moved from location to location
according to the occupant’s address.

109 dwelling fragments

These residential towers are vertical service buildings that will
provide for the anchoring of the mobile dwelling unit and its
connection to the water, sewage, electricity, and waste disposal
systems as well as to the elevator banks and stairwells.

The city will offer an assortment of anchoring towers, vertical
residential parking-lots that rent infrastructure and traffic networks
for the dwelling units of the city's inhabitants. In a thriving
ecological city, the mobility of such units implements the principles
of environmental construction and conserves resources.

With the growing realization of the climate and environmental
crisis, public awareness of the need to incorporate these changes
in daily life is becoming more self-evident, from the design for
dwelling units through all levels of consumption habits. The
anchoring towers and mobile dwelling units offer a dynamic
urban space with the possibility of enlarging the city or limiting
its size, without causing massive damage to natural resources. An
ecological city that is able to settle a high concentration of large
and diverse communities in comfortable circumstances, while
safequarding the ecological balance is the order of the day and of
the generation.



A Case of Writer's Jealousy
Meir Ahronson - Winter 2010

Jealousy can sometimes be a motivating factor. Disasters can be
the result of jealousy. On the other hand jealousy can be a good
thing; writer's jealousy, for example, can actually do some good.
Here, we have, indeed, a case of writer's jealousy.

The Kahana House courtyard is the perfect setting for hosting a new
experimental project. Each time | have passed by it over the years,
almost thirty to be exact, | have thought about doing something
that would give this space its proper due; but why did | choose
architecture? It might be because | love this field and was, at one
time, more involved with it. Or, perhaps it is because Ramat-Gan is
a place with many architectural treasures that remain unknown to
most of us. Dubiner House on Tzel Hagiv'ah Streetis one example, as
is The Spiral House opposite it. Both these buildings were designed
by Zvi Hacker, who is known for his architectural experiments at
the Technion's campus in Haifa, the Israel Defense Force's officer's
training base — Bahad 1, and the Bat Yam Municipality building. The
two buildings in Ramat-Gan are relatively new but some of Ramat
Gan's older buildings are also architectural gems, as is the idea of
Ir Ganim, "the city of gardens," and the new construction projects,
especially the skyscrapers. All these buildings and projects have
slowly and quietly turned Ramat-Gan into a place where a stroll
along its streets and around its neighborhoods becomes a journey
through the history of modern architecture.

Anarchitectural experimentis costly. It is much easier to experiment
with painting, sculpture, film or fashion. When it comes to a
building, in order to truly see it, it must be built. Building is expensive
and financing is always tight. Just the thought of a construction
being torn down at the end of an experiment is appalling. The
technical and perspective drawings, elevations, and scale models
will never provide the true sense of a construction. Things always
look different in full scale. The Kahana House project will test the
definition of a full scale experiment in architecture. No one will be
put out if the roof leaks or there is no first-year warranty on the
quality of the construction. This project will be a laboratory that

will test the actual one-to-one measurement of a construction that
might be built sometime in the future. But, just like the designer's
sketch that is not quite right, this draft will eventually be chucked
in the bin. Like re-grounding the canvas of a failed painting, here
too everything will be covered over and destroyed in three months
time, at the end of the summer.

Some remarks about Ramat-Gan in the post-Abraham Krinizi era
seem appropriate in this context. Having shaken off its image as Tel
Aviv's bedroom community, Ramat-Gan today is a leader in urban
development and modern urban living. This is due, in no small
measure to the efforts of the city's mayor, Zvi Bar, who envisions
Ramat-Gan as an independent and modern metropolis. Building
issues are important to Bar. New construction enhances the city
financially as well as architecturally. Skyscrapers are an important
urbanissue as is urban overcrowding. Agricultural settlements and
villages may be the only places left that are not overcrowded, but
even there, open space is becoming a premium. In cities, were
parcels of land are rare and expensive, the only solution left is to
build upward. Conquering the heavens comes with consequences,
if we recall the Tower of Babel. But Ramat-Gan has approached the
issue of building upward in an intelligent way, by leaving much
open space for the ease and comfort of its citizens and for visitors
to the city to frequent its many shops, and use its many services,
further boosting the city's cultural and commercial activities. Thus,
despite its small size, Ramat-Gan is undergoing an important
transformation, and Zvi Bar is responsible for this change. The
reader must be wondering why we are discussing the mayor when
the subject of this essay is an experimental architectural project.
The answer is simple: any city project involving architecture has
need of a supportive mayor. This person, who appreciates the
future just as he or she comprehends the present, understands
the importance of the project and wants to make it happen. Only
thus can a change of this dimension take place, and Ramat-Gan is
undergoing just such a major transformation.
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